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Abstract:

A 49-year-old woman with chronic hepatitis C and idiopathic thrombocytopenia was admitted
to our hospital due to progressive elevation of serum CA19-9 levels for more than 6 months. Its
level was up to 949.9 U/ml. Biliary tract or pancreatic tumors were suspected in the initial. The
initial imaging studies, including the computed tomography (CT) scan, did not reveal any
intra-hepatic or pancreatic tumors. The positron emission tomography (PET) scan also showed no
significant hot spot. After a prolonged follow-up duration for more than 6 months, 4 small hepatic
tumors were found by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). The pathology results proved to be
hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC). After the treatment of trans-arterial chemoembolization (TACE),
there was no further recurrence of the tumors. The serum CA19-9 level also decreased significantly
after the treatment of HCC.

Elevation of the serum CA19-9 level could be a clinical presentation of hepatocellular
carcinoma, even before the appearance of visible tumors by imaging studies. It raised a concern to
check the serum CA19-9 level for the patients with probable risk of developing HCC.



